
 

 

 

Beacon 

Thoughts from Pastor George:>>> 

FEBRUARY 2023 
 

THE PURPOSE OF DESERT SHORES 

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO 

SHARE THE LOVE AND SAVING GRACE OF JESUS 

CHRIST WITH EVERYONE, THROUGH GOD'S 

POWER, MAKE DISCIPLES WHO LOVE GOD. 

The 
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations” Matthew 28:19 

 

How often have we seen the dad or mom sitting down for an 

imaginary tea party, or out playing catch.  Doing things they 

enjoy, allowing them to experience us not as parents, but 

playmates.  Not just because we are their mom, dad or 

grandparent, but because we enjoy interacting with them.   

Ministry is much the same thing.  We are not doing it because we 

have to as a servant or brother or sister in Christ.  We spend time 

with them and interact in their lives.  We play games, enjoy 

activities together and become friends, companions, playmates, 

people that love one another.   

I was recently enjoying one of our Sunday morning bible studies 

and the passage in John 21 of Jesus asking Peter three times if he 

would feed his sheep.  The two words used for love are agape and 

phileo. Two forms of the word we see is written in Greek 

 

for the word commonly written out as love. Agape (love) 

means to love, care for or to have a great affection or care 

for or loyalty towards another. Phileo, (love) is the word we 

commonly use for brotherly love or affection.  Jesus asked, do 

you love me (agape) and Peter answered, “yes Lord you know 

I love you (phileo), two of the three times.  In the final ask Jesus 

also uses the word phileo as well.  For Jesus, the commitment 

of love is greater than our standard.   

If we love (agape) the Lord, and those people God has put in 

our lives, we need to ask ourselves do we love them like Jesus 

commanded or as Peter replied.  I had always considered 

Peter’s response related to the other 12 disciples.  In 20:15, the 

Lord was challenging Peter not just if his love was more than 

these, the other disciples, but in light of all others.  Jesus said, 

you must love me more than your father and mother.  Do we?  

I know that if I love Jesus “more than these” I will be trying to 

find new ways to show my love (agape) for the Lord.  I also 

know that sometimes I will be focusing on the love (phileo) I 

am trying to show being a part of the family of God.  And, there 

is nothing wrong with that, but God is always challenging us to 

love him “more than” the other.  We will be striving in this until 

the day of perfection. Amen! 

Pastor George   

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

2 – 04  CELEBRATION OF LIFE –  

            DE OLESON 

2 – 14  VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER♥ 

2 – 23  GAME NIGHT 

2 – 24  MOVIE NIGHT 

2 – 26  BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

CHURCH IS HARD 

 
Church is hard for the person walking through the doors, afraid of 

judgement. 

Church is hard for the pastor’s family, under the microscope of an 

entire body. 

Church is hard for the prodigal soul returning home, broken and 

battered by the world. 

Church is hard for the girl who looks like she has it all together, but 

doesn’t. 

Church is hard for the couple who fought the entire ride to service. 

Church is hard for the single mom, surrounded by couples holding 

hands, and seemingly perfect families. 

Church is hard for the widow and widower with no invitation to 

lunch after service. 

Church is hard for the deacon with an estranged child. 

Church is hard for the person singing worship songs, overwhelmed 

by the weight of the lyrics. 

Church is hard for the man insecure in his role as a leader. 

Church is hard for the wife who longs to be led by a righteous man. 

Church is hard for the nursery volunteer who desperately longs for 

a baby to love. 

Church is hard for the single woman and single man, praying God 

brings them a mate. 

Church is hard for the teenage girl, wearing a scarlet letter, ashamed 

of her mistakes. 

Church is hard for the sinners. 

Church is hard for me. 

It’s hard because on the outside it all looks shiny and perfect. 

Sunday best in behavior and dress. 

However, underneath those layers, you find a body of imperfect 

people, carnal souls, selfish motives. 

But here is the beauty of church— 

Church isn’t a building, mentality, or expectation. 

Church is a body. 

Church is a group of sinners, saved by grace, living in fellowship as 

saints. 

Church is a body of believers bound as brothers and sisters by an 

eternal love. 

Church is a holy ground where sinners stand as equals before the 

Throne of Grace. 

Church is a refuge for broken hearts and a training ground for 

mighty warriors. 

Church is a converging of confrontation and invitation. Where sin 

is confronted and hearts are invited to seek restoration. 

Church is a lesson in faith and trust. 

Church is a bearer of burdens and a giver of hope. 

Church is a family. A family coming together, setting aside 

differences, forgetting past mistakes, rejoicing in the smallest of 

victories. 

Church, the body, and the circle of sinners-turned-saints, is where 

He resides, and if we ask, He is faithful to come. 

 

So even on the hard days at church— 

The days when I am at odds with a friend, when I’ve fought with 

my husband because we’re late once again. When I’ve walked in 

bearing burdens heavier than my heart can handle, yet masking the 

pain with a smile on my face. When I’ve worn a scarlet letter, under 

the microscope. When I’ve longed for a baby to hold, or fought tears 

as the lyrics were sung. When I’ve walked back in, afraid and 

broken, after walking away. 

 

I’ll remember, He has never failed to meet me there. 

 

Advertising Our Imperfections  

A. W. Tozer 

 
Our Lofty Idealism would argue that all 

Christians should be perfect, but a blunt realism 

forces us to admit that perfection is rare even 

among the saints. The part of wisdom is to 

accept our Christian brothers and sisters for what 

they are rather than for what they should be. 

We do not wish to excuse the laziness of the 

saints or to provide carnality with a place to hide, 

but it is necessary that we face facts. And the 

plain fact is that the average Christian--even true 

Christian--is yet a long way from being like 

Christ in character and life. There is much that is 

imperfect about us, and it is fitting that we 

recognize it and call upon God for charity to put 

up with one another. The perfect church is not 

on this earth. The most spiritual church is sure to 

have in it some who are still bothered by the 

flesh. 

An old Italian proverb says, "He that will have 

none but a perfect brother must resign himself to 

remain brotherless." However earnestly we may 

desire that our Christian brother go on toward 

perfection, we must accept him as he is and learn 

to get along with him. To treat an imperfect 

brother impatiently is to advertise our own 

imperfections. 
 



 

 

  
Weekly Events: 

February Events:  

 

February 4th 

11am Celebration of Life – 

 De Oleson 

 

February 8th 

4pm AST Meeting 

 

February 11th 

8am Men’s Breakfast 

 

February 14th 

5:30pm Valentine’s Day Dinner 

 

February 23rd 

6:30pm Game Night 

 

February 24th 

6pm Movie Night 

 

February 26th 

Birthday Celebration Potluck after 

service 

 

TICKETS FOR VALENTINE’S 

DINNER ON SALE IN CHURCH 

OFFICE UNTIL FEB. 9TH 

 

NO WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

IN FEBRUARY! 

 

February Birthdays 
3rd 

Dave Dunn 

4th 

Dick Barnard 

6th 

Dave Seitz 

Petra Boop 

8th 

Jenny Elias 

Beth Mason 

9th 

Doreen Hammer 

Walter Ray 

11th 

Maureen Gernertt 

12th 

Linda Loucks 

Syl Lobato 

13th 

Myrna Allen 

16th 

Glenda Earnest 

17th 

Brittany Pisano 

18th 

Betty Ray 

Ed Gernertt 

19th 

Susan Forde 

20th 

Richard Dodson 

22nd 

Hannah Watts 

 

Sunday         9:00am Sunday School 

                     9:00am  Faith Builders Class 

       9:00am Titus Women  

                   10:30am  Worship Service 

       3:00pm SunRidge Village 

Monday        5:00pm  Choir  Practice 

       5:00pm Creation Series 

        6:00pm Praise Team practice 

Tuesday        9:00am  Prayer Team 

       10:30am Davis Place 

 1:30pm Silver Creek 1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th Tues 

      3:00pm Joshua Springs 

                     6:30pm  Men’s Bible Study 

Wednesday   8:00am  Men’s Bible Study 

        9:30am  Women’s Bible Study 

        6:30pm New Bible Study - Hosea 

Thursday      6:30pm  Family Game Night 

   Last Thursday of the Month 

        1:00pm  Legacy 

Friday           8:00am Men’s Bible Study 

                     7:00pm Narcotics Anonymous 

       6:30pm  Movie Night  

  Last Friday of the Month 

Saturday        8:00am  Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

  First Saturday of the Month 

        6:00pm  Contemporary Worship Serv. 

February Anniversaries 
 

14th 

Linda Kriech 

Charlotte Moncrief 

16th 

Ron & Janice DeVall 

17th 

Karen & Martin Pezely 

18th 

Janice Jones 

22nd 

Gary & Linda Lutz 

23rd 

Art & Roberta Marmolejo 



 

 

 

  
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD 

 

Our Prayer Meeting is at 

9:00 on Tuesday Mornings! 

Please Join us! 
 

If you have any requests or praises you 

can email them to  

Ljneitz57@gmail.com  

Or text them to 

928.201.8924 

Homeless Ministry! 

 

Alonso could use cold bottles of water, 

toiletries, shoes, socks, coats, under 

garments (men and women), sleeping 

bags and tents for the Homeless 

Ministry! 

 

SENIOR MINISTRY 
 

This is the schedule. Please look it over and see what 

time slot would work for you. 

 

 Sunday at 3:00 at Sunridge Village 

 Tuesday at 10:30 at Davis Place 

 Tuesday at 1:30 at Silver Cree 

 Tuesday at 3:00 at Joshua Springs 

 Thursday at 1:00 at Legacy 

 

Interest? You may want to join us at a service and 

make a new friend (or friends), sharing Jesus and 

filling a void in their day. 

 

Please contact Rick Bickman at 928.444.4504 or 

Karen at 928.201.7879 for more information. 

 

 

 

Please pick up your 2022 End-

of-year giving statements in 

the Foyer or in the church 

office during normal business 

hours. Thank you! 

Make  

Thought-fullgreetings.com 

Your go to place for Christian 

Greeting Cards!! 

mailto:Ljneitz57@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Anne Graham Lotz 
Prayer 

January 19, 2023 
 
We worship You as our Immanuel... 
 
We lift up to You the pastors and elders of our 
churches. We ask first and foremost that You 
would give them each a fresh touch from 
Heaven. 
 
Revive and refresh their personal relationship 
with You. Give them a hunger and thirst for 
Your Word. 
 
When they open it to read, speak to them 
through it before they ever give it out to others. 
Meet them in prayer. Whisper Your love and 
insights and wisdom into the ears of their hearts. 
Make them strong for The Battle. Heal them of 
wounds that have been inflicted in the fight. 
Would You stir their hearts to be shepherds of 
Your flock? 
 
You are the Chief Shepherd. 
 
Give them an eagerness to be like You…to guard, 
protect, instruct, exhort, teach, comfort and care 
for those You have entrusted to them. Bring 
them an encouraging word today. And when 
they grow weary in their well-doing, open their 
eyes to the eternal significance of their service. 
Give them a deep desire to persevere until they 
reap the harvest. 
 
O Holy God…beloved Immanuel… look on Your 
people who are called by Your Name. Hear our 
prayer. Listen to our distress call. Have mercy 
on us. 
 
For the glory of Your name. 
Amen.  
 
 

 

Seizing Your Divine Moment 

By Erwin McManus 
  

I want to reiterate the fact that the 

center of God’s will is not a safe 

place, but the most dangerous place 

in the world. God fears nothing and 

no one. God moves with 

intentionality and power. To live 

outside God's will puts us in danger, 

but to live in His will makes us 

dangerous. 
 



 

 

 

  
LOVE LETTERS 

 
God gives us all talents along with spiritual gifts. I have 

always been a writer. I keep a birthday calendar and have 

a box with card sections for every or no special occasion. 

I enjoy keeping personal contact. Everyone enjoys getting 

a cheery card or letter. It makes you feel special. 

I am a bargain hunter. I love a good deal. While Michael, 

the yard sale king, and I go “shopping”, I usually have 

certain things I keep on the lookout for. Typically, I pick 

up cards, pretty writing paper, sometimes pretty boxes and 

folders to keep them in. I pay next to nothing for these 

pretty messengers. Some have printed messages; others 

are left blank. I also have stamps and serval colors or ink 

pads. I let my creative juices flow as I reach out to touch 

someone. I want them to feel the same kind of special love 

I feel when I receive cards and letters. 

I picked a lady in church and became her “secret sister” 

sending her monthly cards, an occasional small gift. Half 

of the cards I made myself. The other half were ones I 

knew she would like or relate to. I wrote what I wanted to 

say on paper then had someone different every month 

write my message in the card for me so she would not 

know who was thinking of her in this special way. At 

Christmas I revealed myself with a gift. We have now 

become pen pals writing back and forth regularly. It does 

not make any difference that we see each other every week 

at church, our letters are a special bond, a stronger tie. 

 
In the same way I try to keep in touch through cards and 

letters- so different from email and social media. Everyone 

relocates so often these days it is easy to lose connection 

to those who were close to you, your support network, 

your study or prayer partner, co-workers, friends that were 

closer than sisters. 

Distance should never be a reason to let go of those special 

people in your life. Do not let the world steal the joy you 

have in those relationships. Thank God for the sisters-in-

Christ that He has given you. They are a blessing His love 

flows through. Keep the love flowing through both your 

old relationships and the ones in your life now. 

When my parents were courting, my papa was in the Navy. 

They sent each other letters in code. Papa would send 

Mama letters like this: “SOS 2: 5b, 1 Jn 3: 18, Jn 14: 28b” 

which translated read, “I am sick with love, let us not 

merely say that we love each other; let us show each other 

by our actions. I am going away, but I will be back again.” 

 

 

To which Mama would reply,” SOS 8:8. When Papa 

decoded the message it read,” Oh I wish you were my 

brother, then I could kiss you no matter who was watching 

and no one would criticize me. I would bring you to my 

home and there you would teach me. I would give you 

spiced wine to drink. Your arm would be under my head, 

and your right arm would embrace me.” 

This was racy stuff in the 1940’s, but while Papa was out 

to sea, they did search their Bibles and fanned the love 

flames. Of course, this is not the recommended way to 

study the Bible, but the Word of God is full of love, life, 

adventure, romance and many other things that pertain to 

everyday life. There are all sorts of stories in the Bible; 

love, tragedy, dead coming out of the graves, donkeys 

talking, giants, lions, bears, chariots of fire, angels and 

demons, floods and famines…and so much more.  How can 

you use the Word to engage others? The Bible is a love 

letter from God to His creations- us- humans. Try reading 

this love letter and apply it to your life. see how the love 

flows from the pages into your life and those around you. 

 

2 Timothy 2: 15 NKJV,” Be diligent to present yourself 

approved to God, a worker who does not need to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

Songs of Solomon2: 5b, 1 John 3: 18, John 14: 28 b, 

Songs of Solomon 8: 8 

 

Olivia Araiza 

 
 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

And now these three remain: faith, hope and 

love. But the greatest of these is love. 

1 Corinthians 13:13 

 

Maranatha!! 
Dianna Stewart 

Final thoughts >>> 

2625 Landon Dr., Bullhead City, AZ 86429 
Contact us at   928.754.1111     www.desertshoreschurch.com 

 

Real Life Devotions 

by 

Jack Hibbs 
 

“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 

but against principalities, against powers, against 

the rulers of the darkness of this age, against 

spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly 

places.”  Ephesians 6:12 

 

We wrestle—these two words reveal the intensity 

of every believer’s struggle against an unseen but 

very real adversary. Wrestling is face-to-face, 

hand-to-hand combat—one man exerting his entire 

force and strength against another. Like it or not, 

you and I face spiritual battles that are up close and 

personal.  

The apostle Paul said he was not ignorant of 

Satan’s devices, and we shouldn’t be either. Please 

don’t think the devil isn’t interested in you just 

because he doesn’t show his hand or let you feel 

his influence. Satan rarely attacks openly. He’s 

subtle. He’d like you to believe your real opponent 

is your spouse, family, or boss. I urge you to think 

again. Behind those conflicts, spiritual forces are 

stoking the flames of strife and animosity. 

 

Ancient wrestlers oiled their bodies to prevent 

opponents from gaining any kind of hold. I like this 

strategy because Scripture commands us not 

to “give place to the devil” (Ephesians 4:27). Are 

you angry? Do you need to forgive someone? 

These handholds of the enemy should be dealt with 

when they surface. Don’t nurse or coddle them—

confront them and deny Satan access. 

 

Resolve to anoint your mind and coat your heart 

with specific scriptures that apply to your battle. In 

doing so, you’ll become agile and, dare I say, 

slippery. Then your adversary can maneuver all he 

wants, but you’ll have given him no place to grab 

and pin you down. And that is victory! 

 

Awaiting His Return, 

Pastor Jack Hibbs 


