
 

 

Beacon 
Tidbits from Pastor Tim: >>> Thoughts from Pastor George:>>> 

SEPTEMBER 2021 
 

THE PURPOSE OF DESERT SHORES 

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO 

SHARE THE LOVE AND SAVING GRACE OF JESUS 

CHRIST WITH EVERYONE, THROUGH GOD'S 

POWER, MAKE DISCIPLES WHO LOVE GOD. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters! 
 

It was a true blessing to my heart to deliver the message for 

both services the last week of August. Here is a recap of the 

story of Zacchaeus that I pray and hope will be a blessing 

to your hearts and an encouragement to share Jesus with 

others. 

The story of Zacchaeus is a brief but important account of 

how we should approach and respond to Jesus Christ. Here 

are 11 lessons that we can learn from his story (Luke 19:1-

10) 

We are told that Zacchaeus was a rich tax collector (Luke 

19:2). Understanding how this came to be is critical to 

understanding the gravity of this account. 

Tax collectors were hated by the Jews. They were agents of 

the Roman Empire, collecting on levies and taxes for 

Caesar. They had wide authority to prosecute those who did 

not pay and were also able to increase their fees beyond 

what was actually required, so long as the sent the 

appropriate amount back to Rome. As such a man, 

Zacchaeus had accumulated large amounts of illegitimate 

wealth. 

The fact that he was a Jew makes it a double betrayal: not 

only is he afflicting his countrymen, but he is doing so as 

someone who has professed loyalty to Roman rule through 

his actions. He was no better than a traitor and turncoat. But 

Jesus will soon make the point that even such a man as this 

can be saved. 

 
continued on page 2 

September signals the return of many things that many of us 

enjoy.  I look forward to all the events that happen during the 

fall.  I look forward to seeing the members of our family that 

have returned from their summer.  There are many things we are 

grateful for. 

For parents, they are grateful to see their kids get back in school, 

daily routines, and resume extra-curriculum activities.  I love to 

visit JOY Afterschool Program and visit with the new students 

and volunteers.   

We all have things, activities we enjoy.  I believe God intended 

us to be involved with one another in work, play and just being 

around one another.  God wants us to share his love with people 

in the day-to-day activities of life.  I can’t imagine my life 

without people to share it with.   

We also need to realize that with sharing our lives comes 

struggles, trials, testing, tribulations.   When they occur, we need 

to be understanding and realize the other person cares and we are 

a family.  I know that Martha and I have experienced struggles 

since taking care of my grandchildren.  I appreciate your patience 

and understanding.  I also want you all to know that it is okay to 

express frustration if the kids are doing things they shouldn’t be 

doing.  This is one of those times it takes a village to raise a child.  

So, I want to say thank you.   

As we get back to the routines of life, the duties of jobs, school 

and ministry, I pray that our communication continues to 

improve.  I hope I can listen and hear your needs and concerns.  

My door is always open! 

 

God Bless, 

Pastor George 

 

The 
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations” Matthew 28:19 

 



 

  

  
Tidbits from Pastor Tim Continued ……. 

 

Jewish men did not run because it seemed undignified, and 

they would never climb a tree because they would be exposed 

to those who passed beneath them. Such actions would be 

considered shameful and beneath a respectful member of the 

community. But when Zacchaeus heard that Jesus was 

coming, he ran ahead of the crowds and climbed a tree just to 

catch a glimpse of Him (Luke 19:4). He did what was 

necessary to get to God, regardless of what others thought. 

Jesus addressed Zacchaeus directly and told him what He 

expected of him (Luke 19:5), and Zacchaeus “hurried and 

came down,” overjoyed that Jesus had reached out to him 

(Luke 19:6) and did everything within his power to obey Him. 

Zacchaeus proved that he was ready to hear Jesus through his 

actions: he no doubt had to leave his taxing tables, his 

livelihood and a symbol of his ill-gotten gains, in order to seek 

Jesus out. He had broken every social norm to get close to 

Him, and when Jesus finally did speak to Him Zacchaeus 

responded immediately. 

His mind and heart were prepared beforehand and willing to 

respond when the Lord called. We should learn to adopt that 

mindset and attitude with Jesus ourselves. 

The response of the crowd around Jesus is also very telling. 

They looked down on Jesus because He had chosen to eat with 

someone they thought was a sinner (Luke 19:7). They looked 

down on Zacchaeus because they thought that he was beyond 

saving – he had made his choices and turned his back on his 

people, and so they refused to seek his good to try to reach out 

to him themselves. 

Jesus broke through both of these barriers frequently. He 

confronted people’s preconceptions about “sinners” by saying 

that they were the very people He came to save and minister 

to. 

The next time you think someone is unlovable or is beyond 

saving, remember this story and the example of Jesus. No one 

is beyond the power of His hand to redeem. 

Zacchaeus addresses Jesus as “Lord” (Luke 19:8) when he 

speaks to him. This is the critical first step in beginning a 

relationship with God: acknowledging Jesus as the Lord of 

your life. No other person or thing or priority should ever come 

close to the influence and lordship of Jesus Christ. Yes, it is 

true that He saves us, but the point of His salvation is that we 

can use our redeemed and restored lives yielding to His will 

over our own. 

Zacchaeus promises to take drastic measures to right the 

wrongs he has done, and to live his life in a better and more 

righteous way: he promises to give much of his wealth to the 

poor and to go above and beyond in repaying what he took 

illegally from others (Luke 19:8). 

Such actions would have depleted much, if not all, of 

Zacchaeus’ wealth. It may well have left him with nothing 

when he was done, but he didn’t care about that. All he cared 

about was following his Lord. His priorities were finally 

straightened out; money was no longer the driving force of his 

life. He could gladly give it up for the sake of following Jesus. 

 

We may not be called to the same level of extravagance in our 

giving as Zacchaeus committed to, but whenever God lays a 

path or an action on your heart, you should not compare it to 

someone else or try to justify a lesser course. That is for each 

of us to decide on our own; we can seek wise counsel and 

consider the implications of our actions, and we should 

always consider whether such feelings come from God or 

from our own thoughts. But the bottom line is, we should be 

obedient to whatever God tells us to do in order to follow 

Him. 

 

Zacchaeus was moved by Jesus’ love to do the things he 

promised. For him, those were necessary steps to proving that 

he had fully submitted the rest of his life to God. 

Zacchaeus would not have been justified simply by giving 

away his money. Nor would he have been justified by taking 

any other action. Those were outward signs of a changed 

heart. 

 

Scripture teaches elsewhere that the motivations of our heart 

are what is important, not just our actions. We may follow the 

Law to the letter, or we may check off every box that would 

signify to others that we are faithful disciples of Christ. But if 

we do all of those things with selfish desires or motives, it will 

do us no good in the long run. 

Our works do not save us; only faith in God does that. But one 

way we can be sure that our faith is real is if it is followed up 

with – and carried out by – our actions. Our good works are a 

sign of faith, not a gateway to it. 

After His meeting with Zacchaeus, Jesus proclaimed that he 

was a “son of Abraham” (Luke 19:9) and said that Zacchaeus’ 

faith had saved him. Jesus knew the desires of Zacchaeus’ 

heart, and knew that he really would change – and He knows 

the same of us too. 

If we meet someone who we previously thought could not be 

saved, and they show proof of true repentance and salvation, 

we should be quick to accept them on the evidence of their 

changed life. 

 

Jesus reiterated the purpose for His ministry: “For the Son of 

Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10) We 

should remember that in our own personal ministry for God 

and have that as our guiding goal for fulfilling the Great 

Commission. 

 

Please remember to keep our children, youth, and their 

families in your prayers. We have lots of fun outreach events 

for our children, youth, and their families coming up! 

 

  Thank you for your time 

 Love in Christ, 

 Timothy Sprenkle 

 (Youth Minister)  

 



 

  

PRAYER TEAM 
 
 

Be a part of the Prayer Team! 

 

The Prayer Team meets on Tuesday mornings, 9:00! 

 

Matthew 18:20 “For where two or three have 

gathered together in My name, I am there in their 

midst.” 

We Pray for: 

Our Country 

Our President 

Our first responders 

Our families 

Our Church members 

Our missionaries 

Our Seniors 

Our needy 

Our hurting 

Our lonely 

Prayer is our first line of defense! Let’s pray without 

ceasing! Come pray with us! 

By Anne Graham-Lotz 
 

We WORSHIP You, Lord Jesus Christ, as the 
Lamb who was slain, but who is now 
enthroned at the center of the Universe as the 
King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, soon to 
return in power and glory. You are Jesus, who 
calmed the stormy seas with just a word. You 
turned water into wine. You created sight in a 
man born blind. You raised the dead. You are 
the same One who set the boundaries for the 
oceans. The same One who hung the stars in 
space and calls them all by name. The same 
One who strides the winds of the earth so that 
the clouds are the dust of Your feet. We 
worship You as________. 
We REPENT of complaining as we wring our 
hands in despair, thinking our nation and our 
world are falling apart when they are really 
falling into place—right at Your feet. We 
repent of being so intimidated by the opinions 
of others that we are silent and do not boldly 
proclaim who You are. We repent ________. 
We CHOOSE to surrender our lives to Your 
power and authority, in utter moment-by-
moment dependence on your moment-by-
moment control. We choose now to ________. 
We ASK that Your power would permeate our 
lives, our churches and our nation; that in the 
light of Your presence, evil spirits would flee; 
that Your strong arm would protect us from 
the encroaching evil and deliver us. We humbly 
ask that________. 
FOR YOUR GLORY, 
AMEN 
"I saw heaven standing open and there before 
me was a white horse, whose rider is called 
Faithful and True. With justice He judges and 
makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and 
on His head are many crowns…on His robe and 
on His thigh, He has this name written: King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords."  
Revelation 19:11-12, 16 
#KeepPraying  

https://www.annegrahamlotz.org/.../777-

urgent-call-to.../ 
 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/keeppraying?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUhUQVjyesmabD4HzmvSh0cAksqfQP6i6xsyU54rDGSQpOMApJhcQo4fRqSDE8a73A1sjBBG2w3vqkL9B2hm5bzjOGqBN4F3FwtyiejvRZXgnPk_Aba6YYAr7a2knODL8ScbrI2uTFgiCMB3aRw6VglqEiqaj9YY178pKj0nl04TQ&__tn__=*NK-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.annegrahamlotz.org%2Fevents%2Fprayer-initiatives%2F777-urgent-call-to-prayer%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1K6ENXa9Ya27uuSKS-78BYmciZXRlbYaHEjIVVL-1t4YtCddwFGOHG3hY&h=AT0_00GjcPcVb8LGINjDprPLQDF-eq890kKvzidu7OGnvgLx2-h6xpn0Gjc8Ah8LiFwEe7AABWkiQQmFrhAwpdusQpufCC_eK-dyQ_Ou6_cU0C0wEbE3hiklHhmOeTonWQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2CjcVFmxNyfFbuObEhVt89uFMX9MVbm9D1P2TjmuLSevA_AXojQqHri3Jh5I6FVpQQO0Ffq4n0LM32raB2d3LHtcaUW1yV2xJnQdOz0Z_gae5vJhICMIGkXE8hEFpLFTmQ6SKVfpfWJUc4Cu8dhiODgDOghcvlhN3A9ENOlVrtQB84CIFmDNy6IIDD2WcyrlN1WLg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.annegrahamlotz.org%2Fevents%2Fprayer-initiatives%2F777-urgent-call-to-prayer%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1K6ENXa9Ya27uuSKS-78BYmciZXRlbYaHEjIVVL-1t4YtCddwFGOHG3hY&h=AT0_00GjcPcVb8LGINjDprPLQDF-eq890kKvzidu7OGnvgLx2-h6xpn0Gjc8Ah8LiFwEe7AABWkiQQmFrhAwpdusQpufCC_eK-dyQ_Ou6_cU0C0wEbE3hiklHhmOeTonWQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2CjcVFmxNyfFbuObEhVt89uFMX9MVbm9D1P2TjmuLSevA_AXojQqHri3Jh5I6FVpQQO0Ffq4n0LM32raB2d3LHtcaUW1yV2xJnQdOz0Z_gae5vJhICMIGkXE8hEFpLFTmQ6SKVfpfWJUc4Cu8dhiODgDOghcvlhN3A9ENOlVrtQB84CIFmDNy6IIDD2WcyrlN1WLg


 

  

Weekly Events: September Events:  

 

September 4th 

8am Men’s Breakfast at the church 

 

September 5th 

9am Titus Women Class begins 

 

September 7th 

1pm Missions Meeting 

 

September 8th 

4pm AST Meeting 

 

September 11th 

11:30am Women’s Fellowship 

Salad Pot Luck 

 

September 14th 

1:30pm Touchstone Angels 

Meeting 

 

September 18th 

10am New Member Class – Lunch 

provided 

 

September 19th 

Baptism on River 

After Service 

 

September 24th 

6pm Movie Night 

“God’s NOT Dead 2” 

 

September 26th 

After Service 

Birthday Celebration 

Potluck – bring a disposable dish 

5pm Youth & Family Movie Night 

(Jr/Sr High) and Family 

 

September 30th 

6:30pm Game Night 

 

 

 

 

 

September Birthdays 
1st 

Emily Young 

Janine Stilt 

2nd 

Rob Dixon 

3rd 

Eva Anderson 

4th 

Bob Heppeler 

5th 

Charlotte Moncrief 

7th 

Alonso Watson 

13th 

Cristina Barrios 

14th 

Steve Filsinger 

16th 

Monica Ullarich 

17th 

Carol Barnes 

18th 

Charles Moncrief 

21st  

Betty Walborn 

23rd 

Lee Gosney 

24th 

Duane Knudson 

Evelyn Meacham 

Morgan Lyman 

25th 

Dianna Stewart 

27th 

Donna Knudson 

Nancy Horn 

Sunday         9:00am Sunday School 

                     9:00am  Faith Builders Class 

       9:00am Titus Women  

                   10:30am  Worship Service 

Monday        5:00pm  Choir  Practice 

       5:00pm Creation Series 

        6:00pm Praise Team practice 

Tuesday        9:00am  Prayer Team 

                     6:30pm  Men’s Bible Study 

Wednesday   8:00am  Men’s Bible Study 

        9:30am  Women’s Bible Study 

        6:30pm New bible Study - Parables 

Thursday      6:30pm  Family Game Night 

   Last Thursday of the Month 

Friday           8:00am Men’s Bible Study 

                     7:00pm Narcotics Anonymous 

Saturday        8:00am  Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

  First Saturday of the Month 

        3:00pm  Movie Night  

  Last Saturday of the Month 

        6:00pm  Contemporary Worship Serv. 

 

 
September Anniversaries 

 

10th 

Patrick & Janie Tucker 

12th 

Walter & Betty Ray 

21st 

Richard & Tita Dodson 

23rd 

Jerry & Lori Casteel 

Steve & Denise Schrobsdorf 



 

 

  

 
It’s that time of year again!! 

 
Grab a shoe box or two, in the Foyer and fill it. 

 

Select a medium to large "wow" item such as a 

soccer ball with pump or stuffed animal, then fill 

with other fun toys, hygiene items, and school 

supplies. Don’t forget to also include a personal note 

and photo—sometimes these are the child's favorite 

things to receive! 

For more information go to samaritanspurse.org  

 

 
 

"Suffer little children and forbid them not to come 

unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven" 

Matthew 19:14 

 

We have a new, comfortable nursery that is fully staffed. 

We welcome from birth thru 4 years old. Our goal is to let 

every child know that they are a loved child of God. The 

young ones get educational entertainment while the older 

ones are taught a Bible story with a coloring page to 

depict the lesson. On weather acceptable days, we have a 

yard with play equipment for their enjoyment. We look 

forward to the pleasure of welcoming and caring for your 

little one. 

 

Karen Pezely   

Nursery 

Business Meeting Minutes 

August 26, 2021 

 

Eleven members of Desert Shores Community Baptist 

Church met on the evening of Wednesday, August 26, at 6 

PM to do the business of the church.   Pastor George opened 

the meeting with prayer at 6 PM.  Pat Merritt moved to add 

one item from the clerk to the agenda; Pastor George made 

the second, Motion carried.   The minutes of the April 28 

Business meeting and the Called Business meeting of June 

23 were approved as printed: Motion by Pat Merritt and 

second by Bill Stone.   

Don Oleson, Administrative chair, reported we have 

$116,000 in the Building Fund to date.  The C C & R’s of the 

homeowner’s association were discussed.  We are being 

charged for four lots whereas the school next door is only 

being charged for one lot.  Pastor George indicated an 

attorney would be needed if we want to pursue a change to 

the charges.   

Tim Sprenkle reported on his classes for seminary.  He will 

take a class on Ministry Leadership & Administration 

beginning September 11 for four consecutive Saturdays from 

8:30 AM until 5:30 PM. He will be in our pulpit the last 

Saturday and Sunday of the month with a message. 

Pastor George reported the Refocus group is meeting 

regularly; many good suggestions have come from the group.  

He is also planning to do a series of messages on the Gospels.  

There is an Association meeting in Yucca on October 23.  

Tommy Thomas will be here in November.   

Lynda Neitz, Church Clerk, asked about a committee to be 

formed to discuss the positions of Church Secretary and the 

Clerk position since Kaye and she are both retiring in 

December.  Information will be discussed at the next AST 

meeting on the second Wednesday in September. 

 

Lynda Neitz 

Church Clerk 

 

 

Veteran’s In Motion 
 

Please check out our New Flyer which is in the 

Foyer! 

 
         Note:  All classes are FREE to ALL Veterans.   

Monday  - Ballroom Dance - In the Suddenlink gym at 3 PM 

Tuesday - Ukulele & Voice - Room 703, 1-3 PM 

Wednesday - Brass section of Band - Room 703, 1-3 PM 

Thursday - Woodwinds section of Band - Room 703, 1-3 PM 

Friday - Rhythm section of Band - Room 703, 1-3 PM 

We are forming Bullhead City's First Veterans Band. 

 

Note:  We are looking for monetary donations to purchase 

additional band instruments, band stands and sheet music for 

our Vets.   Any help will be greatly appreciated.   

 

Bob Horn, President 

Veteran's In Motion, Inc. 

      a (501(c)3 non-profit corporation 

2442 South Ridge Ave  

Bullhead City, AZ  86429 

760-413-3593 

bullheadcityvetsinmotion@gmail.com 

 

mailto:bullheadcityvetsinmotion@gmail.com


 

 

 

  Spreading   J.O.Y. 

Hey kiddos!  

Complete this page (color, word search, etc.) and 

give to Pastor Tim by September 30 to be put in a 

drawing for a prize!! 

 

DJ loves worship 

time and playing 

instruments! 



 

 

  AUGUST MEMORIES 

 

Women’s 

Fellowship Luau! 

Awesome 

Fellowship, Great 

Food and Dance! 



 

 

  



 

 

  J.O.Y. AFTER SCHOOL 

IS BACK IN SESSION! 

WOOWHOO! 



 

 

  FIGHTING DRAGONS 

By Olivia Araiza 

 

When you have accepted Jesus’ invitation to be part of 

His family and a citizen of Heaven, you are on your way 

to becoming the person He created you to be. With the 

Holy Spirit of God teaching you, you are becoming a 

knight of the realm. Your job is to claim territory for the 

kingdom by sharing the Good News that Jesus has made 

the way for all to be part of His glorious family.  

Are you ready to fight fiery dragons? Probably not yet. 

Sometimes I feel like Mulan, a warrior princess doing 

battle for my Father’s kingdom. I do that by doing good 

deeds for others among other acts, like a good knight. 

There are also times I am called on to kill dragons as 

well. Good time to make sure I have my armor on. 

Remember the snake in the garden of Eden? He has 

been growing into a fire breathing dragon. To be a 

strong knight you must trust Jesus dramatically. 

Remember you are never alone. Jesus wants us to be 

dependent on Him. Without Him we cannot do anything 

of eternal value. Let Him fill you with His power and 

authority. Have no fear, Jesus has already conquered 

death and the grave. What can man do to you? 

Offensively attack your enemies by praying for them. 

Do as Jesus did; forgive and pray for those who are 

against you and Him. When you pray for them, you are 

handing them over to God to deal with. You are His 

vessel full of His Light. You are bringing Light and 

Truth into the darkness where sin hides and blinds 

unbelievers so they cannot see. Show them God’s love 

and let His light shine into the darkness. 

Jesus wants us to be like the example He lived for us. 

Does He honestly expect us to love and pray for our 

enemies and those who spitefully use us? Who does 

that? And forgive them? As far as that goes who starts 

every day putting on the spiritual armor? Does Jesus 

really think I’m going to confess my faults to others so 

they can pray for me? Get real! Folks, this is as real as 

it gets. 

Does the thought of dying frighten you? Is there some 

point we should stop holding on? Sometimes total 

surrender is the best option. Although God promises no 

weapon formed against us will prosper, it is essential to 

hold on the Truth; the Lord gives and the Lord takes 

away. Be prepared to let go of anything He desires to 

take away. Take comfort knowing He will never take 

away His love, mercy or grace. 

 

Sometimes battle gets hard, painful; Jesus said in life you 

would have trouble. Be of good courage. Do not let your 

heart be troubled. We must die daily. That old zombie 

nature does not want to stay dead. Jesus brings the dead 

back to life, renews their minds so they are no longer 

spiritual zombies. Try telling others why you have peace 

in this insane world. Let them feel your joy as you talk 

about your relationship with Jesus. We need to regularly 

pray for God’s perfect will- not our own-so He may live 

through us. The world and its desires will eventually pass 

way, but those who do the will of God live forever. 

Remember like oil and water do not mix, neither do 

worry and faith. Learn to walk by faith not by sight. Trust 

in the Lord with all your heart. Do not trust your own 

understanding. Sing praises and smile. The battle is 

already won.  God has given angles to do battle for you 

and to watch over you and they delight over your 

victories. Learn how to make the angles cheer. 

Lord, as soldiers of the cross and knights of the kingdom 

of God, help us to keep our armor bright. Remind us to 

use it daily. Bring fellow knights to help us fight the good 

fight. Help us to slay the dragons we must battle as we 

expand Your kingdom. Teach us to pray for our enemies. 

Help us to let go of the things that hurt us and forgive 

others as You forgive us. Help us to love like Jesus. 

Romans 12: 20 “If your enemy is hungry, feed him. If he 

is thirsty, give him a drink. For in so doing, you will heap 

coals of fire on his head.” 

Luke 10: 19 LB “And I have given you authority over all 

the power of the Enemy, and to walk among serpents and 

scorpions and to crush them.”  

Psalm 91:11Living Bible “For he orders his angels to 

protect you wherever you go.” 

 



 

 

  

Bible Bites Devotion 

by Amir Tsarfati and Barry Stagner 

August 23, 2021 

 
Jesus spoke to them again, saying in John 8:12, “I am the 
light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in 
darkness, but have the light of life.” Then in John 14:27, He 
said, “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as 
the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 
 
Yes, there will be pandemics. Yes, governments will fall 
apart. Yes, we will witness wars and rumors of wars, 
earthquakes, pestilences, volcano eruptions. Yes, these are 
the things that have to happen. They must happen because 
He already saw them happening. Whenever He said “must”, 
it means it happened. He saw it. 
 
“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, 
and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do 
nothing.” (John 15:5) Go and try to have a government 
without God. Go and start a communist country and kick 
God out, then see what happens. Ask the Cubans, they’ll tell 
you. Ask the Chinese. China may be powerful, but it is 
inherently evil and there is no value for human life. A society 
like that is destined to implode. We cannot do anything 
without Christ. We can pretend that we can do it, but it will 
fall apart. We cannot do anything without Him. 
While we may not know all of the details, most of us are at 
least somewhat familiar with Newtonian Physics and its 
Third Law of Motion which says “every action has an equal 
and opposite reaction”. This principle communicates the 
reality that when two bodies interact, they apply forces to one 
another that are equal in magnitude and opposite in 
direction. 
It is interesting to apply that principle spiritually in the scene 
that unfolds in John 8 between Jesus and the Pharisees. The 
one element of the Third Law of Motion that does not apply 
is that the Pharisees words, though opposite, were in no way 
equal to those of Jesus. 
Jesus said to them, “I am the light of the world.” The 
Pharisees pushed back with, “You bear witness of Yourself; 
Your witness is not true.” 
Jesus said to them, “You shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free.” The Pharisees replied, “How can You 
say, ‘You will be free….’ [We] have never been in bondage.” 
Jesus said to them, “I have proceeded forth and came from 
God; nor have I come of Myself.” The Pharisees shot back, 
“You are a Samaritan and have a demon.” 
Jesus said to them, “Abraham rejoiced to see my day.” The 
Pharisees scoffed, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have 
You seen Abraham?” 

Jesus said, “Before Abraham was, I AM.” The Pharisees took 

up stones to kill him. 

 

Every true statement Jesus made to the ultra-religious was met 

with an opposite reaction based in deception. This exchange is 

important to us today because far too many are changing their 

message as “Christians” to something that the world won’t oppose 

or attack – verbally or physically. 

Matthew 5:11-12 

“Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all 

kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be 

exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 

1 Peter 4:14 
 
If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, 
for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their 
part He is blasphemed, but on your part, He is glorified. 
Jesus stated that the days before His return for the Church would 

be as they were in the days of Noah. Thus, we can expect that those 

who oppose the truth are going to increase in the last days to the 

degree that they far outnumber those who stand for the truth. Yet, 

Peter said we should be blessed when reproached (meaning 

taunted and reviled) even when others blaspheme God for our 

association with the name of Christ. 

Jesus never backed down from the truth, even when it was met 

with the opposite reaction from what is should have received. He 

did not accommodate errant beliefs and the twisting of Scripture 

because people were more comfortable with what they thought 

than what He said. He spoke the truth. Peter took His example, and 

wrote that God is glorified when we are reproached by 

blasphemers. 

The flip side of that principle is that God is not glorified when we 

don’t speak the truth. This is not only true about saying things that 

are false; it is equally true about knowing the truth and saying 

nothing. 

Romans 10:14 

How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not 

believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they 

have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 

Paul’s statement here was in regard to the Jews, but the same is 

true for all people. How will they hear of the good news unless 

someone preaches? The word “preacher” in this context is talking 

about an act not a vocation. The word “preacher” means “a herald 

or a public crier”. We have all seen the role of a herald portrayed 

by one standing before a crowd, crying out, “Hear ye, hear ye.” 

 

Continued on page 11…. 

  
 

 



 

 

  

Bible Bites Continued from Page 10…… 

 
This is what Paul has in mind – the act not the 
person. If someone doesn’t preach or modifies that 
role or diminishes it, how can anyone hear the truth 
that makes them free? 
We need to remember in these last days that we are 
connected to the Vine, which is Jesus. What He did, 
we should do; what He experienced, we will 
experience. What did Jesus often experience? The 
opposite reaction to what should have happened 
based on the truth of His words. We will experience 
this, too, but we cannot be shamed or intimidated 
into silence. Jesus wasn’t. 
  
Psalms 119:160 
The entirety of Your word is truth, and every 
one of Your righteous judgments endures 
forever. 
  
There is not one verse, doctrine, or precept of 
scripture that we may surrender to cultural 
pressures. The Bible says God created mankind as 
male and female and that is the end of the gender 
list. The Bible says marriage is between one man and 
one woman and that is the only definition of 
marriage we are to hold. The Bible says Jesus is the 
only way to heaven and that is what we are to 
proclaim as heralds of truth. 
  
We also need to remember that John 1:11 says Jesus 
came to His own and they received Him not – a fact 
proven by His exchange with the Pharisees. That 
means sometimes the truth is going to be rejected by 
those closest to us, but we must not change the 
message if we truly want them to be free. 
  
Remember Newton’s Third Law of Motion – every 
action has an equal and opposite reaction. For us 
that means in the spiritual sense that if without Him 
we can do nothing, then with Him we can do all 
things! This includes speaking the truth to a 
generation and culture that doesn’t want to hear it 
and, even, aggressively opposes it. 
  
Tell someone the truth about Jesus today; it is the 
only thing that can make them free. 
  
Even so, come quickly Lord Jesus 

 

 

 

A Weekly Devotional from  

Paul Tripp 

Phil had it all. He was a leading executive at an 
influential engineering firm, getting paid handsomely 
after working his way up the corporate ladder. He 
was happily married, the father of three healthy 
children, and plugged into his local church. 
While scrolling the news on his phone one evening, 
Phil discovered his company was the defendant in a 
severe lawsuit resulting from one of their faulty 
designs. Phil’s executive status and previous 
achievements didn’t protect him; he was laid off a 
month later and struggled to find another position 
that matched the job of his dreams. 
Dean was the same age as Phil, the father of three 
boys, and incredibly fit for a middle-aged man. He 
was always healthy and one step ahead of his kids, 
so it was easy for him to detect the minor physical 
dysfunction he was now experiencing. It didn’t stay 
minor for long; after a series of tests, Dean was 
diagnosed with a progressive neurological disease 
that would result in permanent disability. 
There is a way in which we don’t live our life, but our 
life lives us. Many of us get carried along by its 
locations, relationships, situations, responsibilities, 
opportunities, and activities without stopping to look, 
listen, and consider. Huge chunks of time can pass 
virtually unnoticed. 
And then something happens. People who study 
these things call them “trigger events.” A trigger 
event forces us to stop, open our eyes, and look 
around with newfound awareness. 
Please pay careful attention to what you’re about the 
read: the spiritual battle during times of suffering 
is fundamentally won or lost in how we interpret 
the things we are now suffering, not the 
suffering itself. 
In fact, it is more powerful than that: our 
interpretations actually determine what we see 
and how we see it. As sinners, the problem with 
our interpretation is that it tends to be narrow and 
selective. Sin not only affects what we do; it also 
affects what we think and how we see. 
theology and functional theology that we all have. 
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I’ve been reading HEAVEN, by Randy Alcorn 
I highly recommend this Bible based book regarding 

Heaven! It has changed my whole perspective on  
 

Philippians 3:13 
“Brethren, I do not count myself to have 

apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind and reaching forward to those 

things which are ahead,” 
 
 

Awaiting His Return!! 
Dianna 

Final thoughts >>> 
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Paul Tripp Continued from page 11… 
 
For Phil, he couldn’t believe that a good God would let 
this happen to him. After years of obeying God, this is 
what he got? He felt like everything he had ever worked 
for had been taken away from him. 
How could he ever compete with guys half his age who 
would require half his salary? He saw life as unfair and 
unjust and God as distant and uncaring. Bitter and 
cynical, Phil began to isolate himself from his family; he 
abandoned his faith as well. 
Dean was understandably very discouraged to be on 
disability at such a young age. He had lost his physical 
capabilities so early in life that he could not imagine what 
the years to come were going to bring. The day-to-day 
pain was not as debilitating as the fear of the unknown. 
 
Yes, Dean struggled with doubt, envy, and fear, but he 
was firm in his belief that God is good. He was humble 
enough to remember that he did not deserve anything 
that the Lord had taken from him. He also realized that 
every day, he still received from the hand of his Savior 
everything he needed for life and godliness.. 
 
How do you respond to loss? Suffering will reveal the 
ruling desires of our hearts and expose what we have 
been living for and where we have tried to find meaning 
and purpose. The death of our dreams has the power to 
uncover the significant gap between our confessional 
May God expose the deepest desires of our hearts so 
that when we see who we truly are and what we truly 
want, we may hunger all the more deeply for him! 
“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith 
produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its 
full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking 
in nothing.” (James 1:2-4, ESV) 
 
 
Paul Tripp Ministries, Inc. 
 
 


